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R.I.M. Campaign
Myna News – November 2012
Dear Myna Bird Removalists and Supporters,
We have made phenomenal progress with our campaign to significantly reduce the number of this destructive pest found in the Cairns Regional Council area.
Some facts that will bring a smile to your lips
1.	The Cairns Men’s Shed on Irene St Mooroobool has produced and sold just on 1050 traps.
2.	A few of these traps have been sold to persons and organisations outside the CRC area. However, the great majority are being used in the Cairns region.
3.	The density of traps to population that we have here in the CRC area appears to be the highest achieved anywhere in Australia.
4.	Our trap owner monitoring indicates that we have caught and dispatched up to 16,000 Indian Mynas since the campaign began in earnest 12 months ago.  The monitoring is on-going and we will need more survey results to be able to speak with more certainty on numbers.  Ian Northcott, the RIM ornithologist, has advised that Myna numbers at Cairns Airport during August and September were the lowest for those months since records commenced in 2004.
5.	The Men’s Shed is still taking orders for traps. They will take a break beginning December. If you know anybody that needs a trap have them ring the Men’s Shed on 40535045
Now is the Right Time – Dust off the Traps
The birds were less active over our cooler months and catch numbers were much lower in July, August and September in particular. However, in October their feeding rate picked up and catch numbers began to increase.
Now is the time for you to put your trap out and catch a few more of these destructive pests.
From our monitoring we have learnt that a few trappers have had little or no success. The Myna Trapping Help Sheet and the Guidelines for setting a trap, which are attached to this newsletter, are recommended reading. If further help is needed phone the Men’s Shed on 40535045 or call in at the shed on a Wednesday, Thursday or Friday morning for some hands on demonstrations. The experts are there. They have had big catches.
The Back Room Helpers
Carrie Goldsmith is undertaking the monitoring of Myna catches. Sometime in the next week, she will be sending trap owners who have given us their emails, a request for catch details. Please respond, even if you have had little or no success. We need the data to determine the best strategies to get rid of more of the pests. 
Kate Pelling is developing our data base. She now has on it around 600 trap owners and 200 other interested parties. We use the data base just for newsletters and monitoring. Your privacy is treated with respect.
Native Tree Gardens Encourage Native Birds & Discourage Mynas
It is proven that our native plants are a real turn off to the pesky Mynas. 
The Yuruga Nursery at 5970 Kennedy Highway Walkamin is offering Myna bird trappers 20% off on up to $250 of native plants. To be eligible for this discount, trappers need only produce the receipt they received when they purchased their trap or a copy of this newsletter.
If you are in a new suburb and just setting up your garden, this offer helps our program and helps you.  The Yuruga staff can provide expert advice on natives.

If you need to know anything further, please visit our website at www.cnsrim.org.au or
email me at cnsrim@gmail.com for full details on euthanizing Mynas

